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celebrate the important work that volunteers 
do every day throughout our country. I also 
encourage citizens to explore ways to help 
their neighbors in need and serve a cause 
greater than self. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:11 a.m., April 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 25. 

Proclamation 8245—Loyalty Day, 
2008 
April 22, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Americans believe that every man, woman, 

and child has unalienable rights, dignity, and 
matchless value. Advancing these ideals was 
the honorable vision of our Founders and the 
mission that helped shape this great country. 
On Loyalty Day, we celebrate the legacy of 
freedom and the shared ideals that bind us 
together. 

Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, 
and Coast Guardsmen demonstrate their 
love of country by stepping forward when 
America needs them most. By putting our 
country’s security before their own, the men 
and women of the Armed Forces have 
strengthened our Nation and brought hope 
to millions around the world. All Americans 
are grateful to the members of the military 
and their families for their service, sacrifice, 
and dedication, and we are proud of their 
accomplishments. 

Through their good works, our Nation’s 
volunteers bear witness to their steadfast love 
for America, as exemplified in their commit-
ment to service and good citizenship. Loyalty 
to this country brings with it a commitment 
to aid our family, friends, and fellow citizens 

all across this broad and welcoming land. 
These volunteers demonstrate their gratitude 
for the blessings of freedom by helping build 
a more hopeful future for our children and 
grandchildren. All Americans can put their 
loyalty into practice by learning more about 
the history of our country, flying the Amer-
ican flag, and contributing to our commu-
nities. 

Two hundred and thirty-two years after 
the founding of our country, we remain com-
mitted to advancing freedom and renewing 
the values that sustain our liberty. Through 
the spirit and determination of our people, 
our Nation will prosper and our liberty will 
be secure. 

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, as 
amended, has designated May 1 of each year 
as ‘‘Loyalty Day.’’ This Loyalty Day, and 
throughout the year, I ask all Americans to 
join me in reaffirming our allegiance to our 
Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 1, 2008, as Loyalty 
Day. I call upon all people of the United 
States to join in support of this national ob-
servance and to display the flag of the United 
States on Loyalty Day as a symbol of pride 
in our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-second day of April, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:11 a.m., April 24, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 23, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 25. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Congressional Gold Medal to 
Michael E. DeBakey 
April 23, 2008 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Leader, Members of 
Congress, fellow Texans, distinguished 
guests, Dr. and Mrs. DeBakey: I’m honored 
to join you on this day of celebration. 
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Throughout our Nation’s history, the Con-
gressional Gold Medal has been awarded 
sparingly, in recognition of the tremendous 
accomplishments that it takes to earn this 
high honor. The recipients of this medal who 
have come from the world of science are few, 
but they are iconic. They include Thomas 
Edison, Walter Reed, and Jonas Salk. Today 
we gather to recognize that Michael 
DeBakey’s name belongs among them. 

I appreciate the members of the Texas del-
egation, Senator Hutchison, Representative 
Green, and others, who sponsored this legis-
lation. 

As the chancellor emeritus of the Baylor 
College of Medicine and the director of the 
DeBakey Heart Center, Dr. DeBakey has 
given the citizens of the great State of Texas 
one more reason to be proud. It’s a good 
thing too, because we’re usually such a quiet 
bunch—[laughter]—unassuming people. 

In the year that Michael DeBakey was 
born, Theodore Roosevelt sat in the White 
House, Henry Ford produced the first Model 
T automobile, and the average American’s 
life expectancy was a little more than 51 
years. That last point is worth noting, because 
the number today is nearly 78 years. Our life-
times have been extended by more than 50 
percent within the course of a century, and 
the man we’re honoring today is part of the 
reason why. 

It was Hippocrates, the author of the doc-
tor’s sacred oath, who said, ‘‘Wherever the 
art of medicine is loved, there also is a love 
of humanity.’’ Truer words could not be spo-
ken of Michael DeBakey. Growing up in the 
small town of Lake Charles, Louisiana, he 
learned the power of compassion at the early 
age. Every Sunday, as the Speaker noted, Mi-
chael’s parents and siblings would load the 
family car with clothes and food for children 
who lived in an orphanage on the outskirts 
of town. One weekend, the donations in-
cluded one of his favorite ball caps. When 
Michael complained, his mother simply told 
him, ‘‘You have a lot of caps. Those children 
have none.’’ It was a lesson that he never 
forgot, and Michael DeBakey has been giving 
to the world ever since. 

The other gift that Dr. DeBakey’s parents 
gave him was a love of learning. In fact, 
young Michael’s mother and father required 

their children to check a book out of the li-
brary every week. One week, Michael re-
turned home frustrated, and he told his fa-
ther that he had found a fascinating book, 
but that the librarians refused to lend it to 
him. The book was actually a part of a series 
called the Encyclopedia Britannica. [Laugh-
ter] And when his father bought the set for 
him, Michael read every word of every article 
in every volume. 

The charitable spirit and disciplined mind 
that Michael developed in his youth have 
lasted throughout his life. It was his selfless-
ness that caused him to volunteer for World 
War II, even though he was a successful sur-
geon and professional. It was his intellect that 
caused him to help develop the idea of the 
MASH unit during his service. It was his 
power of his mind that led him to become 
one of the pioneers of the heart transplant, 
bypass surgery, and the artificial heart. And 
it was his sense of compassion that led him 
to help create a magnet school in Houston 
for young people pursuing careers in science. 

It’s been nearly 40 years since President 
Lyndon B. Johnson awarded Dr. DeBakey 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. At that 
point four decades ago, he’d already proven 
himself to be one of the great scientific minds 
of his generation. In the years since, that sta-
tus is being reaffirmed by many honors he 
has received, including the National Medal 
of Science, induction into the Health Care 
Hall of Fame, a lifetime achievement award 
from the United Nations, and a Living Leg-
end citation from the Library of Congress. 

But I was most interested in another dis-
tinction—it is this: that Dr. DeBakey was the 
first foreign physician made an honorary 
member of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
That took quite an act to get into the Russian 
Academy of Sciences; all it took was him sav-
ing the life of a President. [Laughter] In 
1996, only 5 years after the cold war ended, 
Dr. DeBakey traveled to Moscow and ar-
ranged Boris Yeltsin’s quintuple bypass. 
President Yeltsin spoke for many of Dr. 
DeBakey’s patients when he called him ‘‘a 
man with a gift of performing miracles.’’ 

Dr. DeBakey has an impressive resume, 
but his truest legacy is not inscribed on a 
medal or etched into stone. It is written on 
the human heart. His legacy is the unlost 
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hours with family and friends who are still 
with us because of his healing touch. His leg-
acy is grandparents who lived to see their 
grandchildren. His legacy is holding the frag-
ile and sacred gift of human life in his hands 
and returning it unbroken. 

For nearly 100 years, our country has been 
blessed with the endless talents and dedica-
tion of Dr. Michael DeBakey. And he has 
dedicated his career to a truly noble ambi-
tion: bettering the life of his fellow men. 

So, Dr. DeBakey, on behalf of all those 
you’ve healed and those you’ve inspired, we 
thank you. May God bless you. 

And now I ask the Speaker and Senator 
Reid to join me for the Gold Medal Presen-
tation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:33 a.m. in the 
Rotunda at the U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he 
referred to Katrin Fehlhaber, wife of Michael E. 
DeBakey. 

Remarks on National Small Business 
Week 
April 23, 2008 

Welcome. I’m glad you’re here. Thanks for 
coming. Nothing better, being in the East 
Room of the White House with successful 
entrepreneurs, small-business owners, 
dreamers, and doers who really add such 
richness to our country. So I welcome you 
here. I’m glad you’re here. It’s exciting to 
be here, isn’t it? Yes, after 71⁄2 years, it’s still 
exciting for me too. And I’m really glad 
you’re here. 

I want to thank Steve Preston. He’s done 
a fantastic job as the head of the SBA; so 
good that I named him to be the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development. And I 
congratulate you, Steve, for taking the job. 
I’m looking forward to getting the Senate to 
take up your nomination quickly and get you 
approved. 

So, Small Business Week—the truth of the 
matter is, every day ought to be small busi-
ness day in America because—[applause]. 
People say, why? Well, first of all, small busi-
nesses create over two-thirds of all new jobs 
in America. And if you want your economy 
to grow, and if you want the country to be 
hopeful, it seems like you ought to be cele-

brating the talent and the energy of our 
small-business owners daily. But we’ve de-
cided to do it week—yearly—Small Business 
Week. I presume that’s 1 week out of the 
year. [Laughter] 

And so the first thing I’ve got to do is con-
gratulate all the award winners who are here. 
Thanks. It’s—owning a small business is 
hard. It’s not an easy experience. I’ve had 
the pleasure of getting to meet a lot of small- 
business owners during my time as, first, 
Governor of Texas and then President of the 
country. And you’ll be amazed at how many 
times people have said, well, you know, it 
all started around the kitchen table. You’ll 
also be amazed at how many family members 
are involved in the creation and operation 
of a small business. And our fellow citizens 
wouldn’t be amazed to know that the number 
of hours required to make sure the business 
is going is a lot. But the thing that struck 
me the most, besides the fact that people 
are willing to dream and work hard, is how 
proud the small-business owner is of the em-
ployees with whom the person works and 
how caring the owner is to make sure that 
those who’ve helped the business succeed 
are treated well. 

I have the pleasure of welcoming and rec-
ognizing one Shawn Christopher Boyer, who 
happens to be the recipient of the Small 
Business Owner of the Year. Now, Shawn 
started off by helping a friend search online 
for an internship, and he got an idea for a 
business right there. Sometimes that hap-
pens. You know, it’s just like, click. And the 
idea was to create a web site to help unem-
ployed Americans with job opportunities. 
And actually, I asked him to leave a business 
card because it seems like I might be looking 
here after a while. [Laughter] 

He started his business with just two em-
ployees. I bet you a lot of the winners here 
can say, ‘‘I started my business with one or 
two employees.’’ He has grown—got 100 em-
ployees now. He is—earnings have grown 
from almost $900,000 in ’03 to over $11 mil-
lion 4 years later. And as I just told you, he 
was named National Small Business Person 
of the Year. I met with Shawn; the CFO, 
David Bosher; Tennille; as well as his dad. 
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